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From: Robert Law
To: LaPoma, Jennifer
Cc: Willard Potter; Lisa Saban; Mike Johns
Subject: Revised 17-mile BERA Matters
Date: Monday, September 12, 2016 11:12:18 AM
Attachments: 20160912 Proposed BERA Matters to R2 .docx


Jennifer:


As we discussed on August 24, the CPG has identified a number of matters in the attached
document related to the revised BERA that the CPG is seeking the Region's direction prior to
delivery.


Please contact Bill or me with any questions.


Thank you.


R/
Rob


Robert Law, Ph.D.
de maximis, inc.
rlaw@demaximis.com
Voice: 908-735-9315
Fax: 908-735-2132
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Matters Related to the Revised BERA for Region 2’s Consideration


September 12, 2016 


The CPG is seeking responses from EPA Region 2 on the following matters related to the revised 17-mile LPRSA BERA that the CPG is considering in its preparation of the document:


1. The CPG will provide in the Executive Summary, Introduction, and Conclusion sections a brief statement that the BERA was conducted under the direction and oversight of USEPA Region 2 and remove numerous instances where the text states the CPG was directed by Region to conduct specific analyses, or use values and assumptions.





2. The CPG will present a range of TRVs in the revised BERA including Region 2's TRVs and TRVs identified by the CPG.  Text will be included for all TRVs that are presented that discuss potential limitations.





3. In addition to the SQT analysis directed by Region 2 which the CPG has prepared for the revised BERA; the CPG plans to provide an alternative interpretation of the SQT analysis in the revised BERA in either the Risk Characterization section or alternatively the Uncertainty Section.





4. The CPG will calculate risk for metals in tissue in the BERA; the CPG would like to state in the revised BERA that EPA's guidance states that the assessment of regulated metals in tissue is not recommended and highly uncertain.





5. The CPG plans to identify ecological risk drivers for use in the FS based on CPG’s evaluation of the uncertainties associated with the lines of evidence, studies used in the TRV determination, biomagnification and/or safety factor, or other scientific rationale.





6. Consistent with what was done by Region 2 in the 2014 8-mile FFS ERA and by Region 10 for the Portland Harbor and Lower Duwamish Waterway BERAs, identify a subset of COCs that are risk drivers that would be used to screen and evaluate remedial alternatives in the revised 17-mile FS. 





[bookmark: _GoBack]The CPG requests the Region’s directions on these matters.  The CPG’s goal is to deliver a revised BERA that is approvable by Region 2 and responses to these matters will support that objective.




